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Abstract

Title : Community Based Tourism under Sufficient Economy Concept

Researcher :  Surce Boonyanupong and others

Baan Khuntan Village, Moo 8, Tombol Tha pla Dook, Amphur Mae Tha, Lamphun Province
located along both sides of the northern railway line, around the Khuntan railway station near Doi Khuntan
National Park. It is a small village about 48 homes with 211 populations, the village is surrounded by Doi
Khuntan National Park and Doi Khuntan National Forest. Baan Khuntan village was estableished by
workers, whom migrated into the area in order to construct Khuntan railway tunnel and railway line, and
later on settled down in the area working for the State Railway of Thailand, collecting of forest products
and sale them to the passengers on the train, the local people used to carry the luggage for tourists from the
railway station to Doi Khuntan National Park but this work decreased when the road to the National Park
was built. At the present time, tourists visited Baan Khuntan, taking photo with the railway tunnel, pay
respeet to Khuntan temple and then travelling to Doi Khuntan National Park, which created little economic
benefit who travel by train, while waiting for the train they might spent some money on refreshment, food
and purchasing orchid ad souvenir.

The data showed that the number of the population was decreasing, because there was no
employment opportunity in local area, the number of children was also decreasing leading to the closure of
the school. The main problems of the local people are as follow; no right on the land, the village is located
on steep slope vulnerable to land slide and forest fire, lack of water in summer and inconvenient journey to
facilities.

Result of the analysis showed that, there is potential that Baan Khuntan Village can be developed
as tourism site, to create additional income for the local people as well as to upgrade their living conditions
by adopting sufficient economy concept, and with the participation of the local people, avoid destroying
the natural resources and environment, as well as social and economy. Baan Khuntan Village will be the
door linking between the railway station and Doi Khuntan National Park, and providing services for the
tourists.

The tourism development plan was prepared, every household had a chance to express their
opinion in the questionnaire, and the behavior problem and need of tourists were collected by using
questionnaire as well. The researcher also interviewed the local administrators, the monk, local scholar and
representatives from various related authorities. A number of meetings were set up between the researcher
and Community Committee and the draft tourism development plan was submitted to a meeting given

were adopted in improving the plan.



As the result of the research, the strategy, plan and projects are proposed which include;

Strategy | : Tourism development

Project 1: Preparation of Khuntan tourist’s guide

Project 2: Arranging of the opening of the tourism season activities

Project 3: Improvement of the landscape within and around Khuntan railway
station

Project 4: Improvement of Doi Khuntan National Park.

Project 5: Addition of signs of Doi Khuntan National Park.

Strategy 2 : Economic development

Strategy 3 :

Project 1: Provision of occupational training

Project 2: Production of drinking water

The development of communication and infrastructure

Project 1: Construction of car park

Project 2: Repairing of water storage

Project 3: Improvement of the water supply system
Project 4: Development of transportation system
Project 5: Improvement of housing condition

Project 6: Improvement of garbage management system

Project 7: Improvement of road within Doi Khuntan National Park



