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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the local community's needs with regard to the study of
Environmental Engineering at undergraduate level, as well as to study some influential factors
on those needs.

The subject and sampling group of the research were undergraduate students from
the Faculty of Engineering, Chiang Mai University, in the 2009 academic year and some
prospective students who were living in the Chiang Mai residential area. This made 500
people in total, half of whom were female. The data was collected via a questionnaire.

According to the responses received, ninety one percent of the correspondents
believed that the demand for the Environment Engineering Program would increase. About 67
percent of them would enroll or encourage other people to enroll on this program.
Environmental problems were believed to be an important issue which deserved to be
seriously looked into.

Other aspects of interest in the program's sub - field, included the pedagogical
system, such as the study period, the curriculum, the language used and the lesson plans;
the study revealed that 36.6 percent of the correspondents were interested in waste and
chemical management. About 57 percent agreed that the bilingual program would help
enhance students' learning the most. Moreover, 71.6 percent thought the most appropriate
range of the fee should be around 50,000 — 70,000 baht. Despite the interest in the
conventional program (study during weekdays) for the majority, 45.4 percent were more
interested in the special program (plan B) the most.

This research also included some opinions on three aspects of quality assurance. [t
showed that what helped assure the quality of “the course curriculum” is practicality. For
“instruction”, the students agreed on the teaching staff's quality while knowledge application in
real life was the most crucial for “the graduates' future career”.

For other useful comments on educational development, the correspondents showed
different opinions, yet mainly agreed on educational facilities which should enable them to
apply practical knowledge to their real life or job more than merely theoretical knowledge.





