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Abstract

The number of the elderly in Thailand reached 12.19% in 2011 and this means
Thailand has grown from Aging Society to Aged Society, indicated by the United Nations so that
preparation and cooperation for proper housing and surroundings can be prepared. Most of the
Thaielderly have been living and working as agriculturalists and employed in the suburbs.
Problems were generally found in the elderly who had low income and lived in
inappropriate houses and surroundings and the problems needed to be researched so as to
find solutions and guidelines to improve the elderly’s life quality. The collaboration between
the National Housing Authority of Thailand and Chiang Mai University was agreed to cooperate,
monitor, assess housing of the low-income elderly in Chiang Mai province, then find out
solutions, and prepare the housing development guidelines. In this study, three of the Local
Administrative Offices in Chiang Mai were selected so as to find out limitations and
obstacles. Then the working model and process were done, followed by assessment.
Consultation meetings were held so that what were found in the study were realized by
related stakeholders and, moreover, the knowledge was provided to them. These led to
planning process associated with the national policies on improving housing for the elderly.
Furthermore, the data found in the study could be used as the database for the
government to make decision in allocating budget and welfare for the elderly with low
income. Such policies were also indicators of well-being society. This study proposed
guidelines for housing development for the elderly based on “Aging in Place” approach due
to the fact that it was applicable and appropriate for the present society. In addition, the
recommendations on housing development for the elderly were proposed to administrative
offices or departments. These needed to be stimulated as they were important parts of the

national strategies in housing development.
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