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Translational Research on Cultural Heritage Conservation
by Community Network in Upper Northern Thailand

Samart Suwannarat’, Korawan Sangkakorn', and Argorn Baoklai®

Abstract

This research objectives to translation and crystalize success cases of community’s
participation in cultural heritage conservation from best practitioners over 8 provinces of
northern Thailand. The criteria for defining a best practitioner is first a network or an
organization should be founded by community, second, their project-outputs must create
visible and social impacts including widely excepted, and last their works have continuously
operated until present day. The study cases are Fuen Ban Yaan Wieng Chiang Mai project from
Chiang Mai province, The Little People in Conservation and Phong Sa-nook community from
Lampang, Chomrom Baan Kao Muang Mae Hong Sorn from Mae Hong Sorn, Kwau Silpa from
Chiang Rai, Kwunga Whan group from Lampoon, Hug Muang Nan (foundation) from Nan, Chom
Rom A-nuruk Sathapattayagum Tong Tin Muang Phrae and Ho Watanatham Nithat Wat Si Khom

Kham from Phayao.

The results from SWOT analysis reveals all of the community network has a strength on
human resources with volunteer mind, enthusiasm action, and varied expert. They can adapt
multidisciplinary knowledge and various changes; such as Buddhist ceremony or lifestyle
activities, to create public attractive activities to catch people interest and gain participation,
additionally, the opportunity also rely on that capability. The weakness and threads are a lack
of resources in term of youth professionals and funds these produce immersive effect on
keeping a continual work, lack of working system and having no vision for conservation

measure. The process, moreover, hardly be sustained by their own.

The translation manifests the concept of best practice on cultural heritage
conservation by community is fist commmunity or network’s members must intend to work and
believe in the same goals and have participatory plans, second, there should have various
methods and tools for archiving their objectives. Additionally, participation always be
concerned and applied as well as the public profit must be addressed. There, third, should
have an evaluate process along with translational meeting after project finished. Forth, the
public relation and media are strongly important not only for denounce news but also a
change to distribute an idea or gain more connection from other interests. The last,
community should have a strategic plan to raise up a result to be a public policy or social
measure. That is for concrete the concept of participatory conservation and increase more

chanee to conserve other cultural heritages in their communitv.
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