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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research entitled "Camus’s Concept of Death” is to study the
concept of death as to its meaning, the attitude towards life & death, and the influence it exerts
upon  moral systems, via an analysis of all the works of Camus, including his novels,

plays, short stories, and philosophical essays.

From the study of Camus’ works and critical analyses of his work by wvarious
academics, it was found that Camus’s concept of death conflicts with the general idea of death
that prevails in the West; the idealistic and materialistic positions. Whereas Idealism holds
that death is a change of a certain state of the soul into another state of soul, Materialism

maintains that death is the end of the activities of all living organisms.

Camus disagrees with both Idealism and Materialisin and states that death in an
Idealistic sense is abstract and too far removed from real life, while the Materialic view is too

narrow as it sees death exclusively in terms of objective conditions.

Camus shows that death is an important part of life. The meaning of death at the same

time 1s the value and the meaning of life. The meaning of death is established before the actual



appearance of death; it pervades every moment of life. In as far as it is a phenomenon of life,

death refers to the end of the process of creation and of valuation of life.

This different conception of the meaning of death results in a different attitude towards
life. Where Idealism regards death as only a minor change on the long path of the soul's

trajectory, and Materialism sees death as a normal event in a mechanistic universe.

Camus sees death as the most important event in life. Understanding the meaning of
death comes down to understanding the meaning of life because life is death (dying) and the

meaning of death is also the meaning of life.

Every man is free to create meaning and to give value to his own death. The meaning
of death is the meaning everyone has given to his life. The taste of life is a result of the
knowledge and understanding of life conditioned by the understanding of death. Every man has
the duty to give his life meaning and value in a creative way. This means that one has to make

oneself happy and at the same time bring order and mutual understanding in society.

Doing good should not be the result of compulsion from exterior motives, but should
originate from inner conscience of every man who is happy to do good. Camus’ philsosophical
treatment of death who is therefore not a moral system but an attempt to create a moral
consciousness. A moral system is concerned with others and society but a moral
consciousness refers to each man's duty and responsibility. In Camus’ view, "my death” is an
important key for an understanding and the creation of all kinds of goodness, and this in turn is a
result of taking total responsibility for ones freedom because responsibility is precisely this
moral consciousness and constitutes man's most sacred value; a responsibility for the effects
of the use of ones personal freedom in giving meaning to the world and objects, which cannot be

avoided.



