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ABSTRACT

Populations and behaviors of stray dogs found in Buddhist temples (Wat) in Chiang Mai
Old City area, including attitudes of local people and tourists towards the dogs, were studied during
August 2014-August 2015. The dog populations were surveyed using direct count method in 37
temples. They were found in 28 temples but were not found in other nine temples. Their numbers
slightly varied monthly, ranging from 141-152 individuals. The average number was 145

individuals. Most of them were adult (95%) and the reproductive index (RI) was very low (0.04).

The behaviors of the dogs were observed at Wat Phra Singh and Wat Chedi Luang using
qualitative and quantitative methods (scan sampling method) during 6:00-18:00hr from September
2014-August 2015. The results showed that the dogs in both temples performed similar behaviors.
State activities included resting, locomotion, feeding, and grooming; their percentages were 64.0,
29.6, 2.9 and 2.0 respectively. Event activities included playing, aggression, vocalization, and
elimination; their percentages were 0.8, 0.3, 0.1 and 0.1 respectively. The dogs were mostly

observed in certain areas of the temples.

The attitude study of local the people and the tourists regarding the stray dogs was

conducted using 215 questionnaires. Most of the answers (84.7%) showed that stray dogs should not



roam in public areas. About 49% of the answers indicated that the dogs were released from homes.
Around 47% considered that the major problem from the dogs was garbage scattering. To solve
stray dog problems, co-operation from relevant organizations are needed, i.e. tourists should be

requested not to feed the dogs; and sterilization for population control should be continued.



