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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research were to study the current situation, conditions, and
perceptions of farmers regarding organic vegetable cultivation, synthesized the problems, obstacles,
and limitations of organic vegetable in the area, in order to summarize the direction and trends, and
selection of organic vegetables being cultivated in Saraphi District, Chiang Mai Province. The
sample for this study consists of 146 participants by use simple random sampling. The tools used for
this study include questionnaires, data analysis, descriptive statistics, and analysis of feedback
received from farmers regarding organic vegetable cultivation using the weighted average method.

The study found the average age of farmers to be 60.27 years. The average number of
members per household was 4. Morning glory was the most commonly cultivated organic vegetable,
followed by other high yield or high market price vegetables such as cabbage, winged bean, and
paco fern. All farmers were members of organic vegetable agricultural co-operatives, with 91.8%
having received specific training in organic vegetable cultivation, and 83.6% having had contact
with Agricultural Extension Officers regarding organic vegetable cultivation. The opinions of
farmers regarding organic vegetable cultivation were at a high level of agreement, with general
consensus that organic vegetable cultivation does not require a great amount of labour relative to
production scale, and that organic vegetables reduce the risk of illness due to the absence of

chemical residues, and thus no accumulation of toxic substances can occur within the body. The



primary obstacles of organic vegetable cultivation were found to be high costs of production, water
shortages, and problems related to plant disease and pest infestation. 87.67 percent of farmers
decided to continue to grow organic vegetables and there was an opinion that the organic vegetables
were needed by the market (X = 4.18) and reducing use chemical (X = 4.01). The production
organic vegetables of farmers found that Production factors have high prices, water shortages and

diseases and pests.
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